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and eat the food entirely concealed from view, probably
to prevent the evil spirits from seeing then:, or the evil
eye from striking them. And then some more food is
served to the Asadis, who have been for many hours,
during the ceremonies of the night, chanting the praises
of the goddess. After this the villagers bring their
offerings. The Brahmans, who may not kill animals.
bring rice and cocoanuts, and other castes bring iambs,
goats, sheep, fowls, and buffaloes, which are all killed
by the washermen, by cutting their throais, except the
buffaloes, which are always killed by the Madigas, the
lowest class of Outcastes, The heads are all cut on and
presented to the goddess. This lasts till about three
p.m., when the people go off to the house of the village
carpenter, who has got ready a small wooden cart. On
their arrival some cooked rice is offered to the cart, and
a lamb sacrificed before it, and a new doth and eight
annas are given to the carpenter as his fee. The cart
is then dragged by the washermen, to the sound of
horns and tom-toms, to the place of sacrifice. The heads
and carcasses of the animals already sacrificed are first
removed by the JIalas and Madigas, except the head of
the buffalo first offered, which remains in its place till
all the ceremonies are finished, when the shrine is
removed.
At about seven p.m. another series of ceremonies
begins. First a lamb is sacrificed before the goddess, and
its blood mixed with some cooked rice, and at the same
time a pig is buried up to the neck in a pit at the
entrance of the village, with its head projecting above
the earth. The villagers go in procession to the spot,
while one of the Madigas carries the rice, soaked in the
blood of the lamb, in a basket. All the cattle of the
village are then brought to the place and driven over the
head of the unhappy pig,1 which is, of course, trampled
to death; and, as they pass over the pig, the blood
and rice are sprinkled upon them to preserve them from
disease. Then, after this, follows the final ceremony.
1 Cf. p 58 below.